Present simple vs. present continuous.

Present simple

Present continuous

On utilise le Present Simple pour des choses
qui sont toujours vraies. On l'utilise pour des
vérités générales ou des faits :

Things fall to the ground because of gravity.

Ann doesn’t play the violon very well, but
she plays the piano beautifully.

On utilise le Present Continuous pour
exprimer qu'une action est en cours
maintenant, au moment ol on parle :

Look ! The leaves are falling from the trees.
Listen! Ann’s playing the piano; she's playing
something by Beethoven.

On utilise le Present Simple quand on parle
d'une situation permanente, ou une action
répétée encore et encore. On pense que ¢a
va continuer pour un temps illimité :

What does Fred do ? - He's a journalist; he
writes for a geographical magazine.

I work for a company that makes computers.

We sell them all over the world.

Mary usually studies in the library.

I stay with friends when I go on business
trips to Japan.

On utilise le Present Continuous pour décrire
une activité actuelle ou une situation
inhabituelle ou temporaire. Nous savons que
cela va durer pour une période de temps
limitée :

Fred is writing four articles about Africa. He
did two yesterday. He'll do the rest
tomorrow.

I don't usually work at the weekends, but I'm
working on Saturdays at the moment.

Mary's studying at home. The library is shut.
Sue and Martin are staying in a friend's flat
until they find a flat of their own.

On utilise le Present Simple avec des mots
comme always, usually, often, etc. quand on
parle de la fréquence d laquelle on fait
quelque chose :

Mary sometimes studies at home, but she
usually works in the library.

On peut utiliser le Present Continuous avec
always pour dire que quelque chose se produit
trop souvent :

Tom is always asking stupid questions.
They're always complaining.




