
Irregular verbs  
  Base form Past simple Past participle Translation 

1 awake awoke awoken se réveiller 

2 be was/were been être 

3 beat beat beaten battre 

4 begin began begun commencer 

5 bite bit bitten mordre 

6 blow blew blown souffler 

7 break broke broken casser 

8 bring brought brought apporter 

9 build built built construire 

10 buy bought bought acheter 

11 catch  caught caught attraper 

12 choose chose chosen choisir 

13 come came come venir 

14 cost cost cost coûter 

15 cut cut cut couper 

16 do  did done faire 

17 deal (with) dealt dealt s'occuper de 

18 dig dug dug creuser 

19 dream dreamt dreamt rêver 

20 draw drew drawn dessiner 

21 drink drank drunk boire 

22 drive drove driven conduire 

23 eat ate eaten manger 

24 fall fell fallen tomber 

25 feed fed fed nourrir 

26 feel felt felt sentir, ressentir 

27 fight fought fought se battre 

28 find found found trouver 

29 fly flew flown voler (dans les airs) 

30 forget forgot forgotten oublier 

31 forgive forgave forgiven pardonner 

32 freeze froze frozen geler 

33 get got got recevoir 

34 give gave given donner 

35 go  went gone aller 

36 grow grew grown grandir 

37 hang hung hung pendre 

38 have had had avoir 

39 hear heard heard entendre 

40 hide hid hidden cacher 

41 hit hit hit frapper 

42 hold held held tenir 

43 hurt hurt hurt blesser 

44 keep kept kept garder 

45 know knew known connaître 

46 lay laid laid mettre, poser 

47 lead led led mener 

48 leave left left quitter 

49 lend lent lent prêter 

50 let let let laisser 

51 lie lay lain être allongé 



52 lose lost lost perdre 

53 make made made faire, fabriquer 

54 mean meant meant vouloir dire 

55 meet met met rencontrer 

56 pay paid paid payer 

57 put put put mettre 

58 quit quit quit démissionner 

59 read read read lire 

60 ride rode ridden rouler 

61 ring rang rung sonner 

62 rise rose risen augmenter 

63 run ran run courir 

64 say said said dire 

65 see saw seen voir 

66 seek sought sought chercher 

67 sell sold sold vendre 

68 send sent sent envoyer 

69 set set set se coucher (soleil) 

70 sew sewed sewn coudre 

71 shake shook shaken secouer 

72 shine shone shone briller 

73 shoot shot shot tirer (arme à feu) 

74 show showed shown montrer 

75 sing sang sung chanter 

76 sink sank sunk couler 

77 sit sat sat être assis 

78 sleep slept slept dormir 

79 slide slid slid glisser 

80 speak spoke spoken parler 

81 spend spent spent dépenser 

82 spread spread spread étendre 

83 stand stood stood être debout 

84 steal stole stolen voler, dérober 

85 stick stuck stuck coller 

86 strike struck stricken frapper, heurter 

87 swear swore sworn jurer 

88 sweep swept swept balayer 

89 swell swelled swollen gonfler 

90 swim swam swum nager 

91 swing swung swung balancer 

92 take took taken prendre 

93 teach taught taught enseigner 

94 tear tore torn déchirer 

95 tell told told raconter 

96 think thought thought penser 

97 wear wore worn porter (vêtements) 

98 weep wept wept pleurer 

99 win won won gagner 

100 write wrote written écrire 
     

NB: les TPs doivent être connus avec une prononciation correcte!  

 les traductions données sont les plus fréquentes (pas les seules)  

 



GRAMMAR REFERENCE B1 

UNIT 1. 

A. Present simple. 

1. We form the present simple like this: 

 

Sg. 1 

      2 

      3 M. 

F. 

N. 

Pl.  1 

     2 

     3 

Positive form 

I know. 

You know. 

He knows. 

She knows. 

It knows. 

We know. 

You know. 

They know. 

Negative form 

Idon’t (do not) know. 

You don’t (do not) know.  

He doesn’t (does not) know. 
She doesn’t (does not) know. 

It doesn’t (does not) know. 

We don’t (do not) know. 

You don’t (do not) know. 

They don’t (do not) know. 

Questions 

Do I know? 

Do you know? 

Does he know? 

Does she know? 

Does it know? 

Do we know? 

Do you know? 

Do they know? 

Short answers 

Yes, I do. / No, I don’t. 

Yes, you do. / No, you don’t. 

Yes, he does. / No, he doesn’t. 

Yes, she does. / No, she doesn’t. 

Yes, it does. / No, it doesn’t. 

Yes, we do. / No, we don’t. 

Yes, you do. / No, you don’t. 

Yes, they do. / No, they don’t. 

➔ We add –s after he / she / it. 

➔ We use “do / does” to ask a question. 

➔ We use “don’t / doesn’t” in the negative form. 

2. Spelling: 

• If a verb ends in –ch, -sh, -ss, -x or –o, we add –es(watches, finishes, fixes, goes) 

• If a verb ends in a consonant + -y, we use –ies after he/she/it (tries, studies BUT plays !!!) 

• Irregular verbs: to be / to have 

3. Pronunciation: 

• The ending “s” is pronounced /z/ after vowels and voiced sounds: 

(goes, stands, runs) 

• The ending “s” is pronounced /s/ after most unvoiced sounds: 

(stops, looks, starts) 

• The ending “es” is pronounced /IZ/ after (pushes, uses, watches) 

4. We use the present simple to: 

• talk about things that happen regularly (habits and routines in the present) 

I listen to music every day. 

• talk about general and scientific facts, general truths 

She comes from France. / I don’t speak Spanish. / Water boils at 100°. 

• talk about a permanent situation 

My parents live in London. (They’ve been there for 20 years.) 

 

B. Present continuous. 

1. We form the present continuous like this: 

 

Sg. 1 

      2 

      3 M. 

         F. 

         N. 

Pl.  1 

     2 

     3 

Positive form 

I am working 

You are working. 

He is working. 

She is working. 

It is working. 

We are working. 

You are working. 

They are working. 

Negative form 

I’m not working. 

You aren’t working.  

He isn’t working. 

She isn’t working. 

It isn’t working. 

We aren’t working. 

You aren’t working. 

They aren’t working. 

Questions 

Am I working? 

Are you working? 

Is he working? 

Is she working? 

Is it working? 

Are we working? 

Are you working? 

Are they working? 

Short answers 

Yes, I am. / No, I’m not. 

Yes, you are. / No, you aren’t. 

Yes, he is. / No, he isn’t. 

Yes, she is. / No, she isn’t. 

Yes, it is. / No, it isn’t. 

Yes, we are. / No, we aren’t. 

Yes, you are. / No, you aren’t. 

Yes, they are. / No, they aren’t. 

➔ to be in the present simple + -ing form 

 



2. Spelling of the –ing form: 

• We generally add –ing to the verb (working, eating, seeing, doing, playing, trying) 

• If a verb ends in –e:  -e → -ing (having, making) 

• If a verb ends in –ie: -ie → -ying (dying, lying) 

• If a verb ends with consonant – vowel – consonant in a stressed syllable, the last consonant 

is doubled (‘sit → sitting, ‘run → running, be’gin → beginning BUT ‘visit → visiting) 

3. Certain verbs are generally NOT used in the continuous (state verbs). Here are some 

examples: 

believe, understand, know, want, need, prefer, like, love, hate, belong, see, hear, realise, 

suppose, mean, remember, forget, seem, have (meaning “possess”), think (meaning “believe”). 

4. We use the present continuous to: 

• talk about things that are happening NOW (with time expressions such as now, at the 

moment, currently…) 

What are you doing?  - I’m listening to music. 

• talk about temporary actions or situations 

I’m living with some friends until I can find a flat. 

• talk about actions that happen very often and annoy the speaker 

My little brother is always shouting. 

• talk about planned future actions 

I’m seeing the doctor at 2 pm. 

 

C. Present simple vs. present continuous. 

 

 



D. Articles: A/an, the, zero article. 

• We use a / an with singular countable nouns. 

a book      -     a car     -     a university     -     a habit 

• We use an before vowel sounds (a, e, i, o, u) 

an apple     -     an interesting film     -     an hour     -     an unusual hobby 

• We use a / an 

- when it isn’t necessary to make clear which particular thing we are talking about. 

I’m reading a very interesting book. 

- to talk about people’s jobs. 

My mother is a nurse. 

- to describe things or people. 

We have a beautiful house.     -     Scott is a friend of mine. 

• We use the with singular or plural countable nouns and with uncountable nouns. 

the book     -     the apples     -     the water     -     the news 

• We use the when it is clear which person or thing we are talking about. 

The book I’m reading is interesting.     -     I don’t like the music you are listening to. 

• We do not use the before plural countable nouns or uncountable nouns when we are talking 

about something in general. 

Do you like vegetables?     -     I think education is important. 

• We do not use a or the before names of languages, meal names, the names of cities, most 

countries, most streets, the names of airports, stations, single mountains or lakes. 

I speak French.     -     I have lunch at midday.     -     I come from Lessines, in Belgium. 

I like shopping in Oxford Street.     -     I landed at Heathrow Airport. 

 

UNIT 2. 

A. Past simple (regular verbs). 

1. We form the past simple like this: 

 Positive form Negative form Questions Shorts 

answers 

I / he / she / it 

/ we / you / they 

walked didn’t walk Did I / he / she / it / 

we / you / they walk? 

Yes, I did. 

No, I didn’t. 

 Base form  

+ -ed 

didn’t  

+ base form 

did + subject 

+ base form 

 

2. Spelling: 

• With verbs ending in -e, we add, -d (live → lived) 

• With verbs ending with a consonant + -y, we change the -y to -ied (try → tried) 

• With verbs that end with one vowel + consonant, we double the consonant if the last 

syllable is stressed (stop → stopped ; pre’fer → preferred BUT ‘visit → visited) 

• We do not double the consonant when it is a -y, a -w or an -x 

3. Pronunciation: 

• The ending “ed” is pronounced /d/ after vowels or voiced 

consonants 
➔ travelled, agreed, played, lived,… 

• The ending “ed” is pronounced /t/ after unvoiced consonants 
➔ worked, missed, watched, stopped,… 

• The ending “ed” is pronounced /Id/ after /t/ or /d/ 

➔ started, visited, ended, demanded,… 



4. We use the past simple: 

•  for finished events in past time.    

➔ We went to a concert yesterday. 

We often use it with past time expressions like at 8 o’ clock, last month, in 2005,… 

• to talk about repeated events or habits in the past. 

➔ When George was young, he always walked to school. 

• to tell a story in past time, for successive actions in the past. 

➔ I got up, had a shower, got dressed, had breakfast and left for school. 

 

B. Past continuous. 

1. We form the past continuous like this: 

 Positive form Negative form Questions Short answers 

I was working wasn’t working Was I working? Yes, I was. 

No, I wasn’t. 

You were working weren't working Were you working? Yes, you were. 

No, you weren’t. 

He / She / It was working wasn’t working Was he working? Yes, he was. 

No, he wasn’t. 

We were working weren't working Were we working? Yes, we were. 

No, we weren’t. 

You were working weren't working Were you working? Yes, you were. 

No, you weren’t. 

They were working weren't working Were they working? Yes, they were. 

No, they weren’t. 

2. We use the past continuous for an action or situation that was in progress at a particular 

time in the past (e.g. at 7 p.m., in 2010…) 

A: What were you doing at 7 o’ clock? 

B: I was driving home from work. 

 

C. Past simple vs. past continuous. 

 



D. Used to. 

We use “used to” to talk about a past situation or habit in the past that continued for 

months or years, and to emphasize that the situation today is different. 

Jill used to live in Ireland. Now, she lives in England. 

At that time, they used to travel by train. Now they travel by car. 

We make negative sentences and questions with “did + use to”. 

Did Alan use to cycle to school? 

Sue didn’t use to like black coffee. 

 

E. Phrasal verbs. 

1. We can use many verbs with other words to make a phrasal verb. 

e.g. get up, look for, put on… 

2. One verb can go with several other words to make different phrasal verbs. 

e.g. go with, go on, go off… 

The meaning of the phrasal verb is not always clear from the two parts. For example, go on 

means “continue”. You should check the meaning of phrasal verbs in a dictionary. 

3. Grammatically, there are 3 different groups of phrasal verbs. 

➢ Group 1: 

The police are looking for the criminal. 

The police are looking for him. 

➔ “look for” has an object (the criminal/him) 

➔ The object goes after the phrasal verb. 

Some common verbs in this group are: 

agree with – ask for – feel like – look after – look at – look for – get at – join in  

➢ Group 2: 

She put on a hat. 

She put a hat on. 

She put it on. 

➔ “put on” has an object (a hat/it) 

➔ If the object is a pronoun (me, you, her, him, it, us, them, one, some, any), then it 

goes in the middle of the phrasal verb 

➔ If the object is a noun, it can go either after the verb, or in the middle. 

Some common verbs in this group are: 

bring back – fill in – hand in – let out – draw out – take off – rub out – turn down – 

turn off – put on – put away – look up - switch on – switch off 

➢ Group 3: 

I usually get up at 7 o’clock. 

➔ “get up” is a phrasal verb that does not have an object 

Some common verbs in this group are: 

come round – go on – hold on (=wait) – get away – get off – go off – get back – get up – 

go out 

 

 

 



UNIT 3. 

A. Countable and uncountable nouns. 

Nouns can be countable (C) or uncountable (UNC).  

1. Uncountable nouns are things we cannot count. They have no plural.  

Before uncountable nouns you can say the/some/any/much/this/his  etc. 

But you cannot use a/an before an uncountable noun. 

You can also use uncountable nouns alone, with no article. 

2. Many nouns can be used as countable or as uncountable nouns. Usually there is a difference in 

meaning.  

For example: paper  I bought a paper. (= a newspaper —countable) 

   I bought some paper. (= material for writing on uncountable) 

 hair  There's a hair in my soup! (= one single hair —countable) 

She has beautiful hair. (= hair on her head — uncountable) 

 experience  We had many interesting experiences during our holiday. (=  

   things that happened to us — countable) 

You need experience for this job. (= knowledge of something 

because you have done it before — uncountable) 

3. Some nouns are usually uncountable in English but often countable in other languages. Here are 

the most important of these: 

accommodation  

advice 

baggage 

behaviour 

bread 

chaos 

furniture 

information 

luggage 

news 

permission 

progress 

scenery 

traffic 

travel 

trouble 

weather 

work

Remember that news is not plural: The news is very depressing today.  

4. Much / many 

• We use much with uncountable nouns in questions and negatives. 

- How much money have you got? 

- There isn’t much milk left. 

• We usually use many with countable nouns in questions and negatives. 

- How many people were at the party? 

- I didn’t take many photos on holiday. 

5. Some / any 

• Some is used in positive sentences or in questions that are requests or offers. 

- I’d like some sugar. 

- Would you like some tea? Can I have some cake? 

• Any is used in questions and negatives. 

-    Have you got any brothers or sisters? 

- I didn’t buy any apples. 

6. A lot of / a few / a little 

• A lot of is used in positive and negatives sentences and in questions, with countable and 

uncountable nouns, to express a large quantity. 

- I haven’t got a lot of time. 

- Have you got a lot of books? 

• A few is used with plural countable nouns to talk about small quantities. 

- There are only a few problems. 

• A little is used with uncountable nouns to talk about small quantities. 

- We’ve only got a little milk. 

 



We use… with Cs with UNCs in positive 

sentences 

in negative 

sentences 

in questions 

some ✓ ✓ ✓ x ✓ (sometimes) 

any ✓ ✓ X ✓ ✓ 

much X ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 

many ✓ X ✓ ✓ ✓ 

a lot of ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 

a few ✓ x ✓ x ✓ 

a little x ✓ ✓ x ✓ 

 

B. Relative clauses. 

1. A relative clause is a kind of subordinate clause that describes a noun that comes before it 

in the main clause. 

2. Defining / non-defining relative clauses: 

• Defining relative clauses say which person or thing is being talked about; they are used 

to specify which person or thing we mean (necessary; no comma). 

 My sister who lives in London is getting married. (I’ve got 2 sisters: one of them lives 

in London and the other in Canterbury) 

• Non-defining relative clauses give more information about the noun; they are used to 

add extra information about a noun, but this information is not necessary to explain 

which person or thing we mean (optional; comma). 

 My sister Mary, who lives in London, is getting married. 

3. Relative pronouns: 

• We use “who” in a relative clause when we are talking about people. “Who” can be the 

subject or the object of the relative clause. 

 The man who lives next door is very friendly. 

 The book is about a girl who runs away from home. 

 The man who I wanted to see was on holiday. 

• We use “which” in a relative clause when we are talking about things. “Which” can be 

the subject or the object of the relative clause. 

 Gerry works for a company which makes typewriters. 

 The strike at the car factory, which lasted 10 days, is now over. 

 Have you found the key which you lost? 

• We can use “that” instead of “which” or “who” but only in defining relative clauses 

 The man that lives next door is very friendly. 

 Gerry works for a company that makes typewriters. 

• We use “where” in a relative clause to talk about places. “Where” is neither the subject 

nor the object of the relative clause. It is a complement of place. 

 I would like to live in a country where there is plenty of sunshine. 

 I went back to the town where I was born. 

• We use “when” in a relative clause to talk about times. “When” is neither the subject 

nor the object of the relative clause. It is a complement of time. 

• We use “whose” in a relative clause to talk about possessions. “Whose” is neither the 

subject nor the object of the relative clause. It tells us who something belongs to. 

 



Relative pronoun Use 

who For people; subject or object  

which For animals or things; subject or object 

that For people, animals or things; subject or object; only in defining 

clauses 

where For places 

when For times 

whose For possessions 

 

 

UNIT 4. 

A. Present perfect simple. 

1. We form the present perfect simple like this: 

  Positive form Negative form Question Short answer 

I/you/we/they I've worked I haven't worked Have you worked? Yes, I have. 

  I have worked I have not worked   No, I haven't. 

  I've gone I haven't gone Have you gone? Yes, I have. 

  I have gone I have not gone   No, I haven't. 

     

He/she/it He's worked He hasn't worked Has he worked? Yes, he has. 

  He has worked He has not worked   No, he hasn't. 

  He's gone He hasn't gone Has he gone? Yes, he has. 

  He has gone He has not gone   No, he hasn't. 

➔ “have” in the present simple + past participle of the main verb 

2. We use the present perfect simple to talk about: 

• an action that started in the past and continued up to the present. 

I’ve worked in this school for 10 years. (And I still do.) 

• an action that started and finished in the past and that has results in the present. 

I’ve lost my key. (And now I can’t enter my house.) 

• things we’ve experienced in our life 

I’ve swum with dolphins. 

3. We often use the present perfect simple with ever and never. 

Have you ever been to the USA? – No, I’ve never been to the USA. 

4. We often use the present perfect simple with since and for. 

• We use “for” for a period of time. 

I’ve worked in this school for 10 years. 

• We use “since” to talk about a period from some time in the past to now. 

I’ve worked in this school since 2011. 

• NB: if you can use the time expression in “cela fait… que”, use “for”; if you can’t, use “since”. 

I’ve worked in this school ……… 10 years.  → cela fait 10 ans que → OK → for 

I’ve worked in this school ……… 2011.  → cela fait 2011 que → not OK → since 

 

 

 



B. Present perfect vs. past simple. 

• We use the past simple: 

- to ask questions with What time? When? etc, and to make statements about when 

things happened. 

What time did the plane land? It landed at 5 o’clock. 

When did Elvis Presley die? He died in 1977. 

- for historical events. 

Shakespeare wrote “Hamlet”. 

- when we are talking about a finished time in the past (for example: yesterday, 2 years 

ago, last week, in 1990, when I was a child…) 

Did you see the film on television last night? 

Mr. Smith retired from his job 3 years ago.  

Tom lost his key, but now he has found it. 

 the time of the action is important. 

• We use the present perfect simple: 

- when we are talking about an unfinished 

time in the past. We are not thinking of 

the action in the past, we are thinking of 

the present result of the action. 

Tom has lost his key. He is looking for it 

but he can’t find it. 

I haven’t shaved this morning. 

 

• NB: recent events are often introduced with the present perfect, and then the past simple 

(or other past tenses) are used to give details. (For example in news report) 

 

 
 the time of the action is not important. 

 

C. Just / already / yet. 

• We use just with the present perfect to talk about things that happened a short time 

before now. 

You can’t see Janice. She has just left the office. 

• We use already with the present perfect to emphasize that something happened before 

now. We use already in positive statements. 

I’m not hungry. I’ve already eaten. 

• We use yet with a negative verb to say that something has not happened, but we think that 

it will happen.  

The post hasn’t arrived yet. 

• We use yet in questions to ask if something, that we expect to happen, has happened. 

Have you finished your homework yet? 

• We usually put yet at the end of a negative statement or question. 



Unit 5. 

A. Comparative and superlative adjectives. 

1. We use comparatives to compare 2 or more things or people that are different in some 

way. 

London is bigger than Brussels. 

We use superlatives to describe a thing or person that is at the upper or lower limit of 

the quality. 

The cheapest seats are at the back. 

2. Comparatives and superlatives of superiority: 

We add -er / -est to one-syllable adjectives cheap 

long 

cheaper 

longer 

the cheapest 

the longest 

We add -r / -st to adjectives that end with -e late later the latest 

With short adjectives that end with one vowel 

and one consonant, we double the consonant 

big 

hot 

bigger 

hotter 

the biggest 

the hottest 

We don’t double -w few fewer the fewest 

We use more / the most before adjectives of 

two or more syllables 

expensive 

beautiful 

more expensive 

more beautiful 

the most expensive 

the most beautiful 

With two-syllable adjectives ending with -y, we 

change -y to -ier / -iest 

happy 

easy 

happier 

easier 

the happiest 

the easiest 

Irregular adjectives good 

bad 

far 

little 

better 

worse 

further 

less 

the best 

the worst 

the furthest 

the least 

3. Comparatives and superlatives of inferiority: 

We use less + adjective + than (comp) or the least + adjective (superl). 

The film is less good than the book. 

This article is the least interesting. 

4. Comparatives of (in)equality: 

We use (not) as + adjective + as. 

Animals aren’t as intelligent as humans. 

5. Modifiers. 

We can use much/a lot/far before the comparative adjective to talk about a big 

difference. 

The USA are much bigger than Belgium. 

We can use slightly/a bit before the comparative adjective to talk about a small 

difference. 

Thomas is slightly more intelligent than Ben. 

6. We use too to say that something is excessive. It is not the same as very because it has 

a negative meaning. Too comes before the adjective. 

He’s very kind. (= positive) Yes, but sometimes he’s too kind. (= negative) 

7. We use enough/not enough to say that something is sufficient/not sufficient. It comes 

after adjectives and before nouns.  

He’s old enough. 

I’ve got enough food for everybody. 

We use so to intensify an adjective. 

She’s so beautiful. 



We use such to intensify a noun, with or without an adjective. We use a/an after such 

with a singular countable noun, but not with uncountable or plural nouns. 

We are having such a good time.  He asks such difficult questions. 

 

Unit 6. 

A. Future tenses: Be going to / will. 

We can talk about future time with different verb forms. 

1.  “Going to” + base form 

• We use “going to” to talk about events in the future that are in our control, after we’ve 

decided what to do (intention). 

I’m going to watch Dancing with the Stars on television tonight.  

(I had already decided before I spoke) 

• We also use “going to” to predict a future event when this prediction is based on some 

evidence in the present. 

Look at the sky! It’s going to rain! 

I can predict it’s going to rain because the sky is cloudy in the present. 

 

2. “Will” / “won’t” + base form 

• We use “will / won’t” to talk about events in the future that are in our control, at the time 

we decide what to do. 

Can somebody help me, please? - Yes, I’ll do it. 

• We also use “will / won’t” to predict a future event when this prediction is based on your 

own experience or opinion. 

Tom won’t pass his exam. He hasn’t done any work for it. 

• We use will/won’t to talk about the future when we consider it to be an objective truth. 

It’s my birthday next week. I’ll be seventeen. 

• We use “will / won’t” to: 

- offer to do something  →That bag looks heavy? I’ll help you with it. 

- accept or refuse to do sth →Can I have my book back? - I’ll bring it back tomorrow. 

- promise to do sth  →I’ll phone you as soon as I arrive. 

- ask someone to do sth  →Will you shut the door, please? 

- order in a restaurant  →I’ll have pizza, please. 

• We use definitely, probably, perhaps, it’s possible that with will to say how certain we 

think something is. Definitely = very certain, probably = quite certain, perhaps and it’s 

possible that = 50% certain. 

Definitely and probably come just after will but just before won’t. 

I’ll definitely be there. I definitely won’t be there. 

 

B. May/might. 

• May and might are used in predictions when we are not sure about something. They express 

approximately 50% certainty. 

Affirmative subject + may/might + infinitive 

The weather might get worse. 

Negative subject + may not/might not/mightn’t + infinitive 

We may not be able to do anything 



C. Zero and first conditionals. 

• Zero conditional. 

If + present simple + present simple 

If you eat too much, you get fat. 

We use the “zero conditional” to talk about something that is true at any time. 

 e.g. If you go out in the rain, you get wet. 

• First conditional. 

If + present simple + will (‘ll) / will not (won’t) 

If I see Ann, I’ll invite her. 

We use the “first conditional” to talk about things that are possible in the future. 

e.g. We will go to the beach this Saturday if the weather is hot enough. 

  (= result)     (= future possibility) 

 

Unit 7. 

A. Modal verbs of obligation. 

- We use have to to talk about things which are obligatory or necessary, often imposed on 

us by other people and authorities. 

In England pupils have to wear a uniform. 

- We use don’t have to to talk about things which are not obligatory or necessary. 

In Belgium pupils don’t have to wear a uniform. 

- We use must to talk about rules, regulations and obligations, that often come from 

ourselves. 

I must go if I don’t want to be late. 

- We use mustn’t to talk about prohibitions. 

You mustn’t smoke at school. It’s forbidden. 

- We usually use have to in questions. 

Do police officers have to wear a uniform? Yes, they do. 

 

B. Modal verbs of advice. 

- We use should/shouldn’t to give and ask for advice and recommendations.  

You should go to the doctor. You shouldn’t be late. 

 

C. Second conditional. 

If + past simple + would (‘d) 

If he worked less, he’d enjoy life more. 

• We use the “second conditional” for imaginary and improbable situations in the future, and 

their consequences. The situations are in the present or future, NOT in the past.  

e.g. If animals could speak,   we would be able to discover what they think. 

  If Shakespeare was alive today,  what would he write about? 

  (= imaginary present situation) (= the consequence) 

• We can use were instead of was with if. 

e.g. If I were/was a millionaire, I would give money to that charity. 

• We use If I were/was you, I’d… to give advice. 

 e.g. If I were you, I would apologise. 



Unit 8. 

A. Past perfect. 

1. We form the past perfect simple like this: 

 Positive form Negative form Questions Shorts 

answers 

I / he / she / it 

/ we / you / they 

had walked hadn’t walked Had I / he / she / it / 

we / you / they walked? 

Yes, I had. 

No, I hadn’t. 

 “had” + past 

participle 

“hadn’t“ 

+ past participle 

“Had” + subject 

+ past participle 

 

2. When we talk about a situation or event in past time, we use the past simple. If we talk 

about an event before that time, we use the past perfect simple. 

We didn’t need to queue because I had already bought the tickets. 

 

B. Past simple vs. past perfect simple. 

• When we talk about an event or situation in past time we use the past simple; if we talk 

about an event before that time, we use the past perfect. 

We didn’t need to queue because I had already bought the tickets. 

• If we talk about a series of past events in order, we use the past simple. 

I saw a bird in my garden. I went to get my camera. When I returned with my camera, 

the bird flew away. (= the bird went after I returned) 

 We need the past perfect to make it clear that one of the events is not in order. 

I saw a bird in my garden. I went to get my camera. When I returned with my camera, 

the bird had flown away. (= the bird went before I returned) 

• The past perfect is also often used in reported speech (in the past). 

“I have suffered from asthma for many years”. 

She told the doctor that she had suffered from asthma for many years. 

 

C. Gerunds and infinitives. 

1. We use the gerund: 

- as the subject or object of a sentence. 

Doing homework is boring but useful. 

- after prepositions. 

I’m worried about making mistakes. 

- after verbs of liking or disliking (e.g. like, love, enjoy, can’t stand, don’t mind, hate…). 

I don’t like waiting. 

- with go to talk about physical activities. 

go running, go swimming, go shopping… 

2. We use the infinitive: 

- to explain why somebody does something. 

He went to the laboratory to do an experiment. 

- immediately after adjectives. 

It’s easy to answer that question. 

- with would like/love. 

I’d love to go to New York.
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