
The passive (Le passif). 

1. Forme. 

- Sujet + « be » + participe passé (+ « by » + agent) 

The thief is arrested (by the police). 

- On forme le passif avec le temps et la forme corrects du verbe  « to be » et le participe 

passé du verbe.  

Actif Passif 

• Present simple: 

The police arrest the thief. 

• Present continuous: 

The police are arresting the thief. 

• Past simple: 

The police arrested the thief. 

• Past continuous: 

The police were arresting the thief. 

• Present perfect simple: 

The police have arrested the thief. 

• Past perfect simple: 

The police had arrested the thief. 

• Future simple: 

The police will arrest the thief. 

 

The thief is arrested (by the police). 

 

The thief is being arrested. 

 

The thief was arrested. 

 

The thief was being arrested. 

 

The thief has been arrested. 

 

The thief had been arrested. 

 

The thief will be arrested. 

- Pour poser des questions au passif, on place le premier auxiliaire avant le sujet. 

Is the thief arrested by the police? 

- On utilise la préposition « by » pour introduire le complément d’agent (=c’est-à-dire la 

personne ou la chose qui fait l’action).  

These computers have been used by NASA. 

2. On utilise le passif quand:  

- on s’intéresse plus à l’action elle-même qu’aux gens qui font l’action. 

English is spoken here. 

- on ne sait pas exactement qui fait l’action.  

My things have been moved. 

- il est évident et compris de savoir qui fait l’action.  

The criminal was arrested at 5.30 pm. 

 


